
                      
 

 

Project 5.  

Title: Farmer and advisor engagement in Occupational Health and Safety 
 

1. Project background  

Improving the OHS record of Irish Agriculture remains a major challenge. In 2019, circa 50% of  
workplace deaths in Ireland occurred in the Agriculture sector, while NFS estimate that 2,500 serious 
accidents occur annually. The dispersed and predominantly self-employed nature of the agriculture 
sector makes it difficult to reach and influence farmers. Recent Teagasc research has shown that 
Teagasc clients, as dynamic and commercially active farmers have a higher risk of farm accident 
occurrence. There is current need for Teagasc to develop, evaluate and then implement approaches 
to support increased advisor / farmer engagement in OHS Adoption. 
Teagasc has an active Research – KT programme in OSH in agriculture that has gained international 
interest. OSH in agriculture is not included in EU CAP and associated schemes/programmes to any 
extent as the EU Framework directive on OHS applies to employed persons and  lays emphasis on 
allocation of employer duties and on a regulatory approach. The Teagasc-H.S.A. Joint Prevention 
Initiative has demonstrated how a coordinated regulatory and extension approach can be applied 
to a predominantly self-employed sector and thus the knowledge output related to extension 
engagement in OHS in agriculture of this project would be of value both in an Irish and European 
context.       
 

 

2. Project aims and objectives  

Previous research has indicated that farmers seek very low levels of advice on farm OHS while 
Advisors raise OHS issues to a limited extent. This proposed study aims to redress this deficiency by 
devising a suite of  supports and materials to assist advisors to raise OHS issues in a practical, positive 
and time efficient manner at on-farm events and which integrate OHS with overall farm 
management advice. The proposed study will develop supports and materials needed to increase 
advisor/ farmer engagement in OHS adoption in the following areas: 

• Design and use of information display boards for use at on-farm events (e.g. farm walks, 
discussion groups).  

• Evaluate the utility of using supports such as safety equipment, personal protective 
equipment and farm infrastructure to engage farmers and assist with communicating OHS 
messages.   

• Development of prompt sheets to support advisors to raise OHS on farm visits.  . 
 

 


